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Dear CSL community,
 
As we wrap up our first summer at Camp Seneca Lake under new leadership, we 
are proud to celebrate the considerable progress we made this year, and what we 
achieved together in Summer 2024. Enrollment increased significantly, camper and 
staff retention were outstanding, and our parent, camper, and staff surveys show 
that we delivered an exceptional experience. The following report highlights our 
biggest accomplishments across enrollment, programming, Jewish and Israel 
education, and more.
 
Looking forward, we are excited about the opportunities presented by The Max 
and Marian Farash Charitable Foundation’s transformational investment, Project 
Campfire, that will fund tuition for Rochester-based campers and help us make CSL 
more financially accessible to all families regardless of geography. We are well 
underway on our new Strategic Plan, providing a vision for our next 3-5 years and 
actionable steps to achieve that vision, and are excited to share it with the 
community soon. These developments along with exceedingly strong data from 
our parent and staff surveys excite us about the long-term future of CSL.
      
We are hopeful that the past year's accomplishments will jumpstart CSL's progress 
toward the significant investment that will be necessary for CSL to thrive in it’s next 
chapter. Whether you contributed to our community as a camper, a parent, a staff 
member, a lay leader, or a donor, we thank you for your belief in CSL and the 
experience it provides to prepare the next generation of Jewish leaders.

Justin Goldman
Advisory Council Co-Chair

Marissa Klegman
Camp Director

Marty Friedman
Advisory Council Co-Chair 03Support CSL!



We increased Camper Enrollment significantly

Summer  Highlights 

More than 300 unique campers, including
20 enrolled in both sessions.
108 brand new campers, compared to
66 new campers in summer 2023.
Double the number of campers who decided to extend their
stay at camp compared to summer 2023, with 30 campers extending.

We delivered a fantastic program
All campers who were with us for at least 2 weeks embarked on Tiyulim (overnight trips) to build 
appreciation for the outdoors, including cooking dinner over the fire, sleeping in tents, and bonding 
as a Village. Cayuga and Onondaga campers did their Tiyulim in camp at the Waterfront, while  
Mohawk and Seneca campers traveled to Stony Brook State Park and Tuscarora campers 
completed a three-day bike trip around the Finger Lakes.

Three exciting new elements were added to our Low Ropes course, each designed to develop 
teamwork and connection. 

Each camper participated in a Hobby group including classics like Sailing and Speedball as well as 
new offerings like Guitar and Mural.

In addition to a new and improved pool fence and awning, campers benefitted from swim lessons 
by Red Cross-certified instructors at the pool.
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Click the bolded links above to access video content.



What we’re hearing from   our families…
CSL participates annually in the Camper Satisfaction Index survey which 
benchmarks our camp against 90+ other Jewish camps nationally. We 
scored above the national average in nearly every category measured! 

“CSL fostered relationships with new friends through activities, ice 
breakers, and through her counselors’ encouragement. She was 
encouraged to reach out to new people and loved the experience 
discovering she shared many things in common with everyone she met.” 
- 2024 CSL parent

“The goal of being a staff member is to create an environment that will 
make your campers want to come back year after year. The gratification 
that comes along with being a staff member and making a camper want 
to come back to CSL for years to follow is truly an unmatched feeling. Plus, 
it’s not really work if you love what you do.” 
- 2024 CSL Leadership Team Member

“My daughter’s counselors were extremely friendly and the connections 
they made with her were very deep” 
- 2024 CSL parent

99% of our families say they are likely
to recommend CSL to other families

96% of families are likely or extremely
likely to return to CSL

95% of families expressed positivity
about CSL’s programming

100% of families reported that their child 
had positive relationships with other 
campers 

100% of our staff say they are likely to
recommend working at CSL to a 
friend

99% of families said our staff supported 
the mental, emotional and social 
health needs of their child
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“Family Camp offered us the perfect mix of quality family time, 
reconnecting with friends, and building new friendships. Our 
kids loved toasting s’mores, Shabbat services, tie-dying, singing, 
swimming in the pool, boat rides, and kids camp. Highlights like 
the talent show, the lively dining hall experience, and making 
new friends truly captured the magic of camp.” 
- 2024 Family Camp parent
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Alumni   Engagement 

participants in Family Camp

alumni attended Alumni Weekend

alumni joined us for a Community Shabbat 80+

of Alumni Weekend participants are likely
to recommend Alumni Weekend to a friend

96%

enjoyed the overall experience
of Alumni Weekend

100%

alumni engaged in their communities, with local
events in Buffalo, D.C., New York, and Rochester100+

people contributed to summer 2024
through work at Mitzvah Day40+

120+

80+
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Jewish Experience   and Israel Engagement

of parents agreed that CSL created a connection
to the Jewish people and broader Jewish community100%
of our families said CSL created an atmosphere
where their child was proud to be Jewish99% of CSL families expressed support for

CSL’s content and approach to Israel 
education

95%

of our staff said that CSL helped them 
maintain or strengthen their connection 
to Israel

94%

We provided a safe space where it was great to be Jewish - whatever that means to each member of our community. 
Classic CSL traditions like Shabbat services and Havdalah at the Waterfront Fire Circle were enhanced with brand new 
siddurim/songbooks, weekly Shabbat-a-grams, meaningful observance of Tisha B'Av, and a joyous Yom Yisrael (Israel Day). 
Our teens participated in an engaging educational experience with the iCenter to enhance our Israel education, and 
campers enjoyed weekly "Time with the Shinshinim" from the Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester.

21 Israeli campers joined us at CSL including 19 from Modi’in through our partnership with the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Rochester, and 2 from elsewhere in Israel. In integrating the Israeli campers and staff into day-to-day life at camp, CSL 
helped our American campers build real, human connections to Israel. 

WELCOMING OUR ISRAELI CAMPERS

“Being welcomed by the CSL community made a huge 
difference in my experience, especially in the time since 
October 7; the support of the CSL community was meaningful 
and eye-opening." 
- CSL Leadership Staff member from Israel
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“At such trying times for Israel and for the Jewish people around 
the world, these identity-affirming, joy-giving and Jewish 
courage-instilling experiences are just what our children need. 
The fact that they can come together, across the ocean, bridge 
the divide between Israel and the U.S. and feel closer than ever, 
is a true gift. For this gift, we once again say todah rabah!” 
- Parent of 2024 CSL camper from Modi'in



Safety in   Our Space
Various security upgrades were made to our 
property in the past camp year, including additional 
camera coverage around the perimeter of camp.

Staff received enhanced security and emergency 
response training ahead of camper arrival to ensure 
they could react and respond appropriately and 
efficiently in a crisis.

97% of CSL parents expressed support for CSL’s 
policies and procedures for safety and security.

More security upgrades are in the works for summer 
2025, as we continue to commit to the safety of our 
space and all those who call it home. 
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Camper   Wellbeing
The physical and mental health of campers is always a top priority at 
CSL. 88% of parents strongly approved of the Health Center’s 
attentiveness to their children if they got sick or injured, a major 
improvement from past years. 

“Working at the Health Center this past summer brought me so much 
joy. It was amazing to be part of the CSL community and amongst so 
many young Jewish kids and adolescents. The kids were happy and 
tired, and it was a pleasure to make sure they were staying healthy 
and strong while away from home!” - 2024 CSL Nurse 

We fully utilized Em’s Place as a hub of mental health and wellness, 
including daily yoga periods, relaxation space for campers or cabins 
having a tough day, and space for campers and staff to take private 
telehealth therapy calls. There was hardly a time when the space 
wasn’t used! 

“I am very lucky to have been 
welcomed home to camp for so many 
years. As a school psychologist and a 
parent, I have vast experience with 
children and since I love camp and have 
my summers off, it has been the perfect fit! 
Ahead of this summer, I shared and 
learned from many other camp 
professionals to ensure the best Camper 
Care experience for our community.” 
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- Rhonda Korn, 2024 Camper Care Director, 
who joined us on the Camper Care team 
for the 12th time!



We thank the following people and organizations for their support in the past camp year (October 2023-September 
2024). Thanks to you, CSL was able to address its most immediate and pressing needs while ensuring the magic of our 
Jewish leadership experiences continues for countless summers ahead. Your contribution played a pivotal role in the 
successes detailed in this report.

Thank you  for your support

2020 Wealth Solutions

Betsy Abramson & David Reisman

Aim Recycling Erie, LLC

Sharon & Dov Apfel

Dan Baer & Molly Okun

Ken & Valerie Behrens

Benderson Family Philanthropic Fund

Harold & Terri Bobry

Holly & Aharon Boker

Sarah Boller

Jonathan Borsky

Lorraine & Daan Braveman

Elyse Broder

Jon & Ellen Broder

C&Y Group Cleveland, Inc.

Karen Cancelmi

Lori & Seth Cardeli

Jeffrey & Felicia Cerini

Robert Cherry

Tamara Cohen & Barry Silverstein

Leslie & Steve Cohen

Michael & Joany Cooper

Chris Costanzo

David & Denise Cyrkin

Dominion Nickel Alloys

Gail Drew

Lois & Ron Dworsky

Education Success Foundation

Melissa & Andrew Epstein

Pamela Erens

Bruce Ettelson

Blanche & Ed Fenster

Lori & Seth Field

Joanne Fisher

Dan & Marissa Fishman

Gary & Bethany Fishman

Foundation for Jewish Camp

Lynn & Chuc Freedman

Alan & Remy Freeman

Marty & Vanessa Friedman

Nancy Gastel

Generation 4 Recycling Group

Justin & Leah Goldman

Amanda Golner & John Miller

Margaret Gordon

Michael & Debbie Gordon

Debra & Steven Grodensky

Jonathan & Laura Gross

Lauren Haber Pebler & Matt Pebler

Stuart & Carol Hantman

Harold Grinspoon Foundation
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Ilene Kozel

Ron & Stacy Krakower

Kripke Enterprises Inc.

Jack Lazebnik

Leopold Friedman & Ruth Friedman Foundation

Jane Levin

Debbie Levin

Sarah F. Liebschutz

Megan Lococo

Michael & Sue Lococo

Samuel Luxemberg

Christopher & Audrey Mancini

Jesse & Shira Manning

Carolina & Jonathan Marcus

Max and Marian Farash Charitable Foundation

Geena May

Karl & Lauren Mellander

Karen & Daniel Menachof

David & Mara Metzger

Judith Meyerowitz

Carolyn & Marvin Miller

Richard & Hyla Mink

Shirley Mink

Nathan Kelman, Inc.

Niagara Metals

Gabriella Nozik

Mitch & Julie Nusbaum

NYS Division of Homeland Security

Oakwood Industries Donor Advised Fund

Ed & Lisa Pelta

David & Patricia Pelter

Joan Phillips

Lawrence Plant

Premier Metal LLC

Saul & Helen Presberg

Matthew Prochnow & Margaret Early

Alison Rabin Walsh

Lauren Ratner

Staci Henning

Arnold & Frances Henry

Lisa & Mark Hughes

Jeff & Elizabeth Hurwitz

Larry & Amy Jacobson

Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester

Yoon Joh & Andrew Ratner

John & Karen Joyce

Veronica Kahn

Jared Katz

Stephen & Macy DeMayo Kay

Keeping Our Promise Inc.

Nathan Kelman

Andrew & Marissa Klegman

Dyanne Klein & Klegman

Elissa Klein & Eric Schepard

Mona & Mark Kolko

Daniel Kornfeld & Aliza Milner

Rachel Kosoff
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Sharon Kovalsky

Jason Reynolds & Paulette Cohen

Bruce Robertson

Barry & Leslie Roos

Aaron & Abby Rosen

Rachel Rosenbaum

Nellie Rosenberg

Joan & Bud Rusitzky

Neil Sadick

Noreen Salerno

Jared Schapiro & Stefi Kerner

Lynn Schmeidler

Wayne Sellers & Stacey Waxton

Rebecca & Jed Shahar

Elena Sigman

Rick Simon

Geula & Josh Solomon

Kate Solomon & Dan Slivjanovski

Jeff & Lyn Springut

Robyn & Richard Steinacher

Jason Steklof

Mary Swan & Ron Braverman

Lisa & Daniel Tellem

Joel & Heidi Thirer

Kate & Andrew Tompkins

Deborah & Aaron Trimble

Chrysanthe Tsilibes

Serge & Marisa Tsvasman

Amy Wagner

Betsy & Bob Wahlquist

Nick & Rebecca Walters

Beth S. Waxman

Renee & Pieter Weinrieb

Josh & Jennifer Weinstein

Beverly & Morris Weinstein

Ann Weintraub

Miranda Weiss

Laura & Scott Wexler

Michael Wexler

Rachel Wexler & David Mirsky

Marjorie & Gary Wiseman

Dawn & Barry Wisset

Elizabeth & Darin Young

Scott E. Zakalik
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Get in touch with us!

Year-Round Staff
Marissa Klegman, Camp Director
Abby Guidash, Assistant Director of Camper and Staff Experience
Alex Rubin, Assistant Director of Programming and Logistics
Tony Satryan, Assistant Director of Development
Josh Van Horn, Property Manager

Advisory Council
Marty Friedman, Co-Chair
Justin Goldman, Co-Chair
Tammy Cohen
Larry Jacobson
Jesse Manning
Karen Menachof
David Pelter
Sara Ressler
Matthew Ryen
Stacey Saiontz
Kate Tompkins
Sara Williams

JCC of Greater Rochester Executive Leadership and Officers
Jason Vasquez, Chief Executive Officer
Isobel Goldman, President
Justin Goldman, Vice President
Alex Zapesochny, Vice President
Cathy D’Amico, Secretary and Treasurer
Matt Ryen, Governance and Nominations
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